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Our Intent for Art at Berkley C of E Primary First School 

At Berkley First School, we believe studying art sparks creativity across the curriculum, 
encouraging pupils to be inquisitive, disciplined and determined. Wherever children start in 
life, a high quality cultural education in at Berkley is a child’s right. Alongside literacy and 
numeracy, another skill needed in our workforce today is creativity. Art helps pupils to unlock 
their innate creativity, enabling them to become more rounded and confident human beings.  
 
Through our curriculum we aim to enable all children to: 
 

• think creatively and critically.  
 

• select and use relevant resources and references to develop their ideas. 

 

• use sketchbooks to improve understanding, inform ideas and plan for an outcome. 
 

• reflect upon their own work and make informed judgements 

 

• describe some of the key ideas, techniques and working practices of a variety of 
artists, craftspeople and architects that they have studied.  
 

• develop skills and techniques with various types of media. 

 

• communicate what they see, feel and think through the use of colour, texture, form, 

pattern and different materials and processes.   

 

• investigate the nature and qualities of different materials and processes 
systematically and apply the technical skills they are learning to improve the quality 
of their work. 

 

 

SEND 

We support our SEND children when using equipment and tools. Additional scaffolding can 

be given to support processing of techniques. 

 

 

 



Art Curriculum Overview 

 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 3 Spring 4 Summer 5 Summer 6 

Year 1/ 
EYFS 
A 

Playful Making  
Exploring materials 
and intention 
through a playful 
approach. 
 

 Exploring 
Watercolour  
Exploring 
watercolour and 
discovering we can 
use accidental 
marks to help us 
make art. 
 

 Inspired by Flora 
and Fauna 
Explore how artists 
make art inspired 
by flora and fauna. 
Make collages of 
MiniBeasts and 
display as a shared 
artwork. 

 

B Spirals  
Using drawing, 
collage and mark-
making to explore 
spirals. Introducing 
sketchbooks. 

 

 Simple Printmaking 
Explore simple 
ways to make a 
print. Use line, 
shape, colour and 
texture to explore 
pattern, 
sequencing and 
symmetry. 

 Making Birds 
Sculptural project 
beginning with 
making drawings 
from observation, 
exploring media, 
and transforming 
the drawings from 
2D to 3D to make a 
bird. 

 

Year  2 
A 

Explore and Draw 
Introducing the 
idea that artists can 
be collectors & 
explorers as they 
develop drawing 
and composition 
skills. 

 Music and Art  
Explore how we 
can make art 
inspired by the 
sounds we hear. 
Draw, collage, paint 
and make. 

 Stick Transformation 
project  

Artists use their 
creative skills to re-
see and re-imagine 
the world. Explore 
how you can 
transform a familiar 
object into new and 
fun forms. 

 

B Exploring the 
world through 
mono print.  
Using a simple 
mono print 
technique to 
develop drawing 
skills, encourage 
experimentation 
and ownership. 

 Telling Stories 
through drawing 
and making  
Explore how artists 
are inspired by 
other art forms – in 
this case how we 
make sculpture 
inspired by 
literature and film. 

 Expressive Painting 
Explore how 
painters use paint 
in expressive and 
gestural ways. 
Explore colour 
mixing and 
experimental mark 
making to create 
abstract still-life 

 

Year 3/4 
A 

Gestural drawing 
Making loose, 
gestural drawings 
with charcoal, and 
exploring drama 
and performance. 

 

 
 
 
 

Cloth, thread, paint 
Explore how artists 
combine media to 
create work in 
response to 
landscape. Use 
acrylic and thread 
to make a painted 
and stitched piece. 

 

 Using Natural 
Materials to Make 
Images  
Using natural 
pigments and dyes 
from the local 
environment to 
make art. Exploring 
Cyanotype and 
Anthotype. 

 

http://www.accessart.org.uk/playful-making
https://www.accessart.org.uk/exploring-watercolour-pathway/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/exploring-watercolour-pathway/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/simple-printmaking/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/using-natural-materials-to-make-images
https://www.accessart.org.uk/using-natural-materials-to-make-images
https://www.accessart.org.uk/using-natural-materials-to-make-images


 

 

 

B  
 
 
 

Story telling 
through drawing 
Explore how artists 
create sequenced 
drawings to share 
and tell stories. 
Create accordian 
books or comic 
strips to retell 
poetry or prose 
through drawing. 

 Working with 
Shape and Colour 
 “Painting with 
Scissors”: Collage 
and stencil in 
response to looking 
at artwork. 

 

 Sculpture, 
structure, 
inventiveness, 
determination 
What can artists 
learn from nature? 
Nurture personality 
traits as well as 
technical skills. 
 

https://www.accessart.org.uk/working-with-shape-and-colour/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/working-with-shape-and-colour/

